Recent advances in the biology of addiction.
Recent research into the biologic basis of drug addiction continues to offer considerable promise for understanding how neurochemistry, pharmacology, and molecular biology relate to the reinforcing effects of abused drugs. One area of research is the development and pharmacologic and neurochemical characterization of cocaine and opiate polydrug abuse, a growing subset of the drug abuse population. Considerable advances have also been made in understanding how chronic and persistent drug use induces biochemical and molecular biologic adaptations in brain regions related to drug reinforcement.